The study was 
Introduction
Education is the actualization of knowledge, skills, and attitude as well as value and habit. It embraces all facets of learning: cognitive, psychomotor, affect or emotional and social activities. Illeris, (2002) education is fulcrum through which scientific, social economic transformation revolves; therefore, it is vital for national development. In recognition of the importance of education to the society, the international community and government all over the world have made concrete efforts for all citizens to have access to education. These recognition is exemplified in the establishing of education for all goals at Jomtein (Thailand) in 1990 to bring the benefit of education forum in Darkar, Senegal (UNESCO, 2011).
In a bit to facilitate the actualization of EFA in Nigeria, the federal government embark on Universal Basic Education (UBE). According to the implementation guidelines, the aims of the programme where to: i.
Reduce drastically the incidence of drop-out rate from school.
ii.
Carter for the learning need of young person's through appropriate tested forms of complementary approaches.
iii.
Ensure that actualization of appropriate levels of literacy, moral and civic values needed for laying a solid foundation for lifelong learning.
In Nigerian primary schools, the need for the realization of EFA was emphasized as primary education is the pivot without which all other educational activities cannot stand,(Osam, Ekpo, Ibe and Imono,2011). According to the authors, primary education is the education given in an institution for children aged six years and above. It constitutes the bedrock upon which the entire educational system is built.
Alli,(2012) observed that many school age children in Nigeria are still out of school. Failure of the primary school age children to reach the last class in school has attributed to some factors which include inadequate supply of infrastructural facilities, teachers lack of mother tongue in teaching among others.
Information from World Bank (2006) revealed that less than 60 percent of primary school pupils who enrolled in primary one complete their primary six bench mark. This implies that about 40 percent of that number drop-out of school before reaching primary six.
Mother tongue (MT) is the first language (FL) acquired by the child; (Mbah, 2012). According to the author, it is the language that the child learns unconsciously from the people around him. It is the language which the child learns to develop his mental and physical power to face challenges in his immediate environment or the society. Research shows that children who have strong foundation in their local language are more successful in school and enjoy greater feeling of self-worth and identity (UNESCO, 2011).Therefore, there is the need to employ the use of mother tongue in teaching, especially pupils in primary schools through mother tongue instructions (MTI).
Mother tongue instruction (MTI) is the act of teaching the learner's using their native language as a medium of instruction (Foley, 2012) . The author refers to education as a child's first language (L1)
usually with a planned gradual transition to a second language (L2) or foreign language at specified time in primary schools.
In Ebonyi State, a typical Igbo speaking tribe in south east Nigeria, the researcher observed that pupils are taught using mother tongue (MT) did better than their counterparts taught using English language.
Dutcher, (2005) stated that pupils who are taught using mother tongue (MT) are five times less likely to repeat classes and three times less likely to drop-out from primary schools. There are lot of challenges facing children in primary schools who are taught in other languages than their mother tongue(MT) for instance in Ebonyi State children that manage to graduate from primary school find it difficult to cope in secondary school due to the influence of English language which is not their mother tongue. Most of them drop-out not only in primary school but also in secondary school and so form a bulk of semiilliterate group that constitute nuisance to their immediate and wider society. Based on these similar problems and challenges, they was the need to ascertain a way out of the critical challenges through their perception of class room teachers and Head teachers at the basic educational level.
The general purpose of the study, therefore was to determine the perception of teachers and Head teachers on the use of (MT) in primary schools for actualizing education for all in Ebonyi State; south east Nigeria.
Specifically, the sought to determine teacher's and Head teacher's perception:
i. Prospects of mother tongue Igbo usage in teaching primary schools in Ebonyi State.
Limitations of mother tongue usage in teaching primary schools pupils in Ebonyi State.
Strategies for the use of mother tongue in teaching primary school pupils for actualizing education for all (EFA) goals in Ebonyi State.
Method
The study adopted the descriptive survey design. Descriptive survey design according to Nworgu, (2006) is one in which a group of people or analyzing data from a few people or items considered to be representative of the entire group; using questionnaire developed from reviewed literature to collect data from the respondents. The population was 1,149 primary school teachers from 1,117 primary schools in Ebonyi State. A sample of 200 (160 teachers and 40 Head teachers) was obtained for use in the study through stratified proportionate random sampling technique. The number of Head teachers was relatively small and therefore used as part of sample for the study.
The instrument for data collection was 25 item mother tongue questionnaire (MTIQ) developed by the The questionnaire was administered on the respondents with the help of three research assistants. After three weeks, all the 200 copies of the instrument was returned completed through same research assistants. Mean and standard deviation (SD) scores were utilized to answer the research questions, while the t-test statistics was used to test the hypotheses at 0.05 level of probability.
Results
The results of the study were obtained from the research questions answered and the hypotheses tested through data collected and analyzed.
Research Question 1:
What are the prospects of the use of mother tongue as perceived by teachers and Head teachers of schools in teaching pupils in primary schools in Ebonyi State?
H01:
There is no significant difference in the mean ratings of the responses of teachers and Head teachers of schools on the prospects of mother tongue usage in teaching pupils in primary schools in Ebonyi State.
The analysis of the research questions and hypothesis presented in table: 1 The data in table 1: Revealed that the items had their mean ranged from 3.36-3.79 and were above the cut-off point of 2.50. Therefore, there were perceived as prospects in the use of mother tongue in teaching primary school pupils. The items had their standard deviations ranged from 0.47 -0.81 which indicated the respondents were not far from the mean and were close to one another in their responses. The table also indicated that each of the 7 items had its calculated t-value lower than table value of 1.96. This showed that there was no significant difference in the mean ratings of the responses of teachers and Head teacher with reference to prospects of using mother tongue in teaching primary school pupils.
Research Question 2:
What are the constraints of the mother tongue as perceived by teachers and Head teachers in teaching pupils in actualizing education for all (EFA)?
H02:
What are the constraints of the mother tongue as perceived by teachers and Head teachers in teaching pupils in actualizing education for all (EFA)? The data in table 2 revealed that the 7 items had their mean score ranged from 3.05-3.86 and each was above the cut-off point of 2.50. This indicates that all the items were perceived by teachers and Head teachers as constraints in teaching primary school pupils using the mother tongue. The items had their standard deviations ranged from 0.43-0.85 which showed that the respondent were not far from the mean and were close to one another in their opinions. The table also revealed that each of the 7 items had its calculated t-value lower than t-table value of 1.96. This showed that there was no significant difference in the mean ratings of the responses of teachers and
Head teachers on the constraints of mother tongue usage in teaching primary school pupils for actualizing education for all (EFA). Therefore, the hypothesis of no significant difference was upheld for the items.
Research Questions 3:
What are the strategies needed for the promotion of mother tongue usage in primary schools as perceived by teachers and Head teachers of schools?
H03:
There is no significant difference in the mean ratings of the responses of teachers and Head teachers on the strategies for the formation of the use of mother tongue in teaching primary school pupils. 
Discussion of Result
Result of the study in table 1showed that 9 items were perceived by teachers of primary school pupils as prospects in using mother tongue to teach primary school pupils for the actualization of education for all (EFA). The result of the study is in consonant with that of Ball, (2012) who stated that one of the ways of achieving equity in educational opportunities, education for all, (EFA), as well as counting linguistics and cultural loss as to deliver early childhood education through the use of mother tongue.
In table 2: the result of the study showed that 7 items were perceived as constraints in teaching mother tongue usage in teaching primary school pupils. These findings agreed with that of Babalola (2002) who stated that language provision in national policy on education is being pursued without any degree of seriousness. The result in table-3 revealed that 7 items were perceived by teachers and Head teachers as strategies to be used by teachers in teaching primary school pupils using mother tongue in order to realize education for all (EFA). This finding agrees with that of Okediadi, (2010) who find out that one of the strategies to adopt in teaching primary school pupils using their mother tongue to monitor the implementation of language policy.
Recommendations
Based on the findings of the study, the following recommendations are made:
1. Parents should encourage the use of mother tongue in their homes.
2. Parents should be reading or telling stories in their mother tongue in order to develop their oral and vocabulary skills.
3. Indigenous language should made compulsory courses for teacher training in colleges of education so that they will be well equipped to teach effectively using mother tongue in basic schools.
4. Incentives should be given to schools and teachers that implement the use of mother tongue instruction (MTI) policy and sanction to those who refuse to comply.
5. Government should organize in-service training programmes for serving teacher in the use of mother tongue in teaching primary school pupils.
Conclusion
Mother tongue usage that is the use of mother tongue in teaching primary school pupil was found to be a desideratum or a way out to avert problems or challenges of pupils dropping out of school before completion. In addition using the native language facilitates better performance of students in post-primary schools.
Undoubtedly, if the state government can implement the recommendation adduced in the study; the problems or challenges of education for all programs due to the use of foreign languages in teaching primary school pupils would be a thing of the past.
